[Eczema herpeticum: Pathogenesis and therapy].
Eczema herpeticum is an acute, disseminated herpes simplex virus infection which remains a feared complication of eczematous skin diseases, especially atopic dermatitis. The vesicular and erosive clinical picture is often accompanied by systemic signs and symptoms. Why some atopic patients experience multiple attacks of eczema herpeticum and others never have the disorder remains a mystery. Patients with severe or untreated atopic dermatitis are more likely to be affected. The pathogenesis appears to involve a complex interplay of factors, including demasking of binding sites for the virus through the dermatitis, failure to up-regulate antiviral proteins and a lack of plasmacytoid dendritic cells. Treatment of choice is systemic acyclovir therapy.